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Tall Ships America 

and 

United States Power Squadrons
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TALL SHIPS AMERICA
Supports and Promotes

CHARACTER BUILDING THROUGH SAIL TRAINING

EDUCATION UNDER SAIL

SAIL TRAINING TO THE NORTH AMERICAN 

PUBLIC
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1972 – Two American ships go to Europe for 

the International Sail Training Races

Brigantine 

BLACK PEARL
79’

USCG Barque 

EAGLE
295’
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1973 – The AMERICAN SAIL TRAINING ASSOCIATION

is founded by BLACK PEARL owner and master, 

Barclay Warburton III, of Newport, RI.

“There is no more 

efficacious way to turn 

a confused young boy 

into a purposeful young 

man than to get him 

aboard a sailing ship.”
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What is SAIL TRAINING ?
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Originally for 

Merchant 

and Naval 
Officer Training
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The sea has never 

been friendly to 

man.  

At most it has been 

the accomplice of 

human 
restlessness.

Joseph Conrad
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“Though their skill 

and dexterity are 

much superior to 

any artificer, 

and though their 

whole life is one 
continual scene of 

hardship and 

danger, 

while they remain 
in the condition of 

common sailors, 

they receive

scarce any recompense but the pleasure of exercising 
the one, and surmounting the other.” 

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations
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Sail Training Fleet in the ASTA era

ASTA’s first Directory, 
published 1980

22 vessels

Tall Ships America’s 40th Anniversary 
Edition, published 2013

175 vessels and programs
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Rich Diversity of Ships, Missions, & 
Programs
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Marine and Environmental Science
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Maritime History
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Maritime 
Skills
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Maritime 
Careers
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Travel and 
Exploration
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Sail Training is
Full Participation for Authentic Experience
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Sail Training 

promotes

Growth through 
Challenge
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Physical 

Challenge

Physical 

strength is not a 

prerequisite for 

sail training,  

but it is 

certainly a 
product of it. 
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Natural 

Wilderness 

Challenge

A small ship in 

a vast ocean, 

subject to its 

limitless power 

and wild 

natural 
beauty.  
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Intellectual 

Challenge
Seafaring 

develops critical

intellectual skills 

of problem 

solving…

…and problem 
anticipation.
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Social

Challenge

The ship comes first, 

and there’s a 

chain of command. 

Teamwork, 

leadership, and trust 

are every day 
values.
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Lifestyle 

Challenge

Video games, 

fast food & 

creature 

comforts give 

way to self-

made 

entertainment, 

wherever it fits 
in.



23.

Environmental 

Challenge

A voyage is a 

commitment to 

self sufficiency.

Resources are 

finite, waste 

must be 
minimized.
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Character

Challenge

It takes 

courage and 

determination 

to sail a tall 

ship.  

The reward is 

confidence 

and 
competency.
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TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE®

Annual Series of Tall Ships Races 

and Festivals 
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TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE®

Visiting Atlantic, Great Lakes,and Pacific 

Coasts on 3-Year Cycle
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TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE® A Public Success
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TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE®

Since 2001:

90 port events 
in 47 cities

39 million 
visitors

$>3 billion in 
economic 

impact
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TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE®

Great Lakes, 2013

Festival 
events in 
23 cities

2.8 million 
visitors

$400 
million in 

economic 
impact
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SPECIAL 
THANKS 

TO DISTRICTS 
7, 9,10, 11, 29

Big Tip o’ the 
Hat to

Craig Fraser,
Sam Insalaco,
Bob Mueller,
Patrick Joyal,
Greg Stanley,
Jeannie Porter,  Linda LaLonde 

and many many more!  
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Looking 

forward to 

working with 
USPS 

Districts 13 
and 28
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Tall Ships America 

and 

United States Power Squadrons



34.

Tall Ships America 
and United States Power Squadrons

Partners for Boating 

Safety and Maritime 

Education
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Tall Ships America 
and United States Power Squadrons

Seamanship

Piloting

Advanced Piloting

Junior Navigation

Navigation 

Cruise Planning 

Engine Maintenance

Marine Communications Systems

Marine Electrical Systems

Electronic Navigation Systems

Sail

Weather

Sail or Power, 

lessons to learn

http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=4
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=5
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=6
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=7
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=8
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=10
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=12
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=14
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=13
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=15
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=11
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=9
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Sail or Power, 

lessons to learn
Anchoring

Basic Coastal Navigation

Basic Weather and Forecasting

Boat Handling Under Power

Boating on Rivers, Locks, and 

Lakes

Crossing Borders

Emergencies on Board

Fuel and Boating

How to Use a Chart

Hurricanes and Boats

Knots, Bends, and Hitches

Marine RADAR

Mariner's Compass

Mastering the Rules of the Road

Paddle Smart

Partner in Command

Practical On The Water 

Training

Sail Trim and Rig Tuning

Tides and Currents

Trailering Your Boat

Using GPS

Using VHF & VHF/DSC 

Marine Radio

http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=18
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=19
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=28
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=20
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=21
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=42
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=36
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=35
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=22
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=23
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=24
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=25
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=26
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=27
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=29
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=30
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=41
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=31
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=40
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=32
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=33
http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/seminars_display.cfm?sid=34
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 1

ARGIA Mystic CT

BRILLIANT Mystic CT

JOSEPH CONRAD Mystic CT

EAGLE New London CT

MARY E Essex CT

QUINNIPIACK New Haven CT
UNICORN Bridgeport CT

DISTRICT 2
SOUNDWATERS Stamford CT
CLEARWATER Beacon, NY

DISTRICT 3 SAILS UP Port Jefferson, NY
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 4

USMMA Kings Point NY

PIONEER New York, NY

LETTIE G HOWARD New York NY

ADIRONDACK New York NY

AMERICA 2.0 New York NY

DISTRICT 5
A J MEERWALD Bivalve NJ

CONSTELLATION Baltimore MD

FAREWELL Dundalk MD

GAZELLA Philadelphia PA

GODSPEED Williamsburg VA

LADY MARYLAND Baltimore MD

MINNIE V Baltimore MD

NINA Wilmington DE

PINTA Wilmington DE
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 5, 
continued

PRIDE OF BALTIMORE II Baltimore MD

SIGSBEE Baltimore MD

SULTANA Chestertown MD

SUMMERWIND Philadelphia PA

SUSAN CONSTANT Williamsburg, VA

KALMAR NYKEL Wilmington DE

DISTRICT 6 SPIRIT OF BUFFALO Buffalo NY

DISTRICT 8
APPLEDORE IV Bay City MI

CHAMPION Travers City MI

FRIENDS GOOD WILL Southaven MI

INLAND SEAS Suttons Bay MI

MADELINE Travers City MI

MANITOU Travers City MI

WELCOME Travers City MI
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 9

DISTRICT 10 DENIS SULLIVAN Milwaukee WI

DISTRICT 11 NIAGARA Erie PA

APPLEDORE IV Bay City MI

CHAMPION Travers City MI

FRIENDS GOOD WILL Southaven MI

INLAND SEAS Suttons Bay MI

MADELINE Travers City MI

MANITOU Travers City MI

WELCOME Travers City MI
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 12

DISTRICT 13

EXY JOHNSON San Pedro CA

IRVING JOHNSON San Pedro CA

PILGRIM Dana Point CA

SPIRIT OF DANA POINT Dana Point CA

SWIFT OF IPSWICH San Pedro CA

TOLE MOUR Long Beach CA

USS CONSTITUTION Boston MA

LIBERTY CLIPPER Boston MA

SPIRIT OF MASSACHUSETTS Boston MA
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 14
ALABAMA Martha’s Vineyard MA

AQUIDNECK Newport RI

ADIRONDACK II Newport RI

CORWITH CRAMER Woods Hole MA

FRITHA Fairhaven MA

GERONIMO Newport RI

OLIVER HAZARD PERRY Newport RI

PROVIDENCE Newport RI

SHENANDOAH Martha’s Vineyard MA

SIGHT SAILOR Newport RI

TABOR BOY Marion MA
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 16
ADVENTURESS Port Townsend WA

CUTTY SARK Coupeville WA

HAWAIIAN CHIEFTAIN Aberdeen WA

HEWIT R JACKSON Aberdeen WA

LADY WASHINGTON Aberdeen WA

ZODIAC Seattle WA

DISTRICT 18 FRIENDSHIP OF SALEM Salem MA

DISTRICT 19
BAGHEERA Portland ME

BOWDOIN Castine ME

HARVEY GAMAGE Boothbay Harbor ME

SAMANA Portland ME

WESTWARD Rockland ME
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 20
RED WITCH Chicago IL

WINDY Chicago IL

DISTRICT 21 ELISSA Galveston TX

DISTRICT 22 ARGO Sarasota FL

DISTRICT 25
ALMA San Francisco CA

BALCLUTHA San Francisco CA

C A THAYER San Francisco CA

SEAWARD Sausalito CA
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Tall Ships America and United States Power Squadrons

DISTRICT 26 SPIRIT OF SOUTH CAROLINA Charleston SC

DISTRICT 28
CALIFORNIAN San Diego CA

STAR OF INDIA San Diego CA

SURPRISE San Diego CA

BILL OF RIGHTS Chula Vista CA

DISTRICT 33 ROSEWAY St. Croix USVI
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Tall Ships America serves the 

People, Ships and Programs of Sail Training
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Tall Ships 

America is the 

Hub for

tall ships 

information, 

activity and 

expertise
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Tall Ships America is Commended by 

Congress as the

National Sail Training Organization 

Representing the United States
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Tall Ships America
Sailing maritime traditions

towards the horizons of tomorrow
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Tall Ships America 

and 

United States Power Squadrons


