Cruising with Sea Dreamer 2004

SIHH San Jusn TripE

This i= the first par af the kog ol e 2004 Sea Dréamer cnaise o the San Jaun Bslands amd
Vamcouver Island Cansda by LT bike Cabbons M.

Giea Drsamer is0 40 Toog trawler oope yacht with twin diesel engines. She carries 400 gallons of
Fued and 20F gallons of Fresh weater. Truising spead is 7.5 knots with & wp apeed of akosg 10
knots. At 7 knots | burn 3.8 pallons per bour im calm water.

Heans Arsokl and | got esderway from Coos Bay OR o the 2ed of ke at 05200 The depanfure
et s 10 svenid crossang The bar on &m ebb 3e. O the way oi The Conetl O] wae calling
serveral small boats bt | didn’t know why. The bar wes choppy bat mo problem, 1 found out Exter
that it was closed 1o thiny feet and under. Guess | shoald heve chacked.

s ol we made good time with nothisg sodewoerthy excep it was o rousgh passape dee toa
westerly cross swell running, The s sl wirs about eighl el sl 5 was 8 lumgy inip, We
dide™t have any raim cr otber adverse conditioms. Might Sl with depressasg regulanty asd
fortunsasely mothing of amy fmerest happened all night. Fost before sunrise we fell in with shom 25
i shdmeg hoats just soath of the Columbia river and had o tske some svasive maneavers but had no
problimes, Might trave] 80 sea (e oedally @ radar wach, sometimis Wil Can fos 4 COnTRCT i Fdar
and never see lights and at other limes you can seo lights ssd mivor il madir comiaer. My mda
is gond a2 4 mibes, very good at 2 miles eed will pick up land 2t 16 miles.

W pushed on 1o Grays Hirbor i arived abaout oon. The first siop was the fuel dock alere we
ook o 243.3 palbons &l 31,68 plas B sales lax for o tolal bill of 344741

After the inilial shock wore off we moved over 1o the trassit dock 1o spend the might. Strong
winds were predicted for Monday afiemoon 5o we wanted o wiil tem oo

Tisesdiy May I5, 7004

Underway st (630, Crossmg the bar was not foo bad, 3 fo 5 food steep chop no breakers. Once out
ihe sen sefiled down some bt was still roughe. The wind was out of the WHNW with 8 confused
swell neening. Towasd evenisg it snoothed soene bt yvou st had oo hang on all dhe e 1t wos o
very tiring trip

A Const Chaard Frigste fillowsd us for several hours just oul of Grays Harbor but never did
emything. [ thought they would stop and board ms nnt | goess we locked innocent enough. We
made o iem degree coarse chenge and it carried an sirskght so we gmdually lnst . We maveled all
rilght sl too mazh exclemsent. Wi rossded Cape Flanery at about 2330 and headed down
Lhis Sirasts off Juss & Faca

Wednesday kay Db, 20

The weather didn® imgeove much antll e arrived ai the eastern end of the soraim We mide good
i thovagh aml arfved a1 Poe Toowssend shom noon. Cn the way we wen: approscied by a
o] Vissael crcdmiing & submisrios and asksd if we could speed ap some so they could make the
turmn inte Hood Canal. | ssad [ could ooly do € knots but by the time | finished with thens | wes oul
of the way.

Moorsge o Fort Toemsend with electric was 53550 for the night. In future 1 an come in for up
te 4 boasrs for & 55,00 fee, That should be cooasgh time 10 pick up somebody, get wter, and maybe
shap or dir laundry, Hams wanted fish & chips so we went over fo a litthe hode in che wall he liked
and ate lunch. Hennde, Hans's wife, amived oboul 1 MM and after a short rest we weend io Safeway
for some supplies. Early bo bed and up io cross ihe stral befone B gets nowgh, The wind usually

begins to blow in the afternoon from the west. It is about 25 miles from Port Townsend to Cattle

Pass the southern entrance to the San Juan Islands. The currents throu Admi Inle
Cattle Pass can be strone so mv ernssinos are fimad te awnid tha .u:“.-lg..li;l il —l'?l};r'__hif.]}i
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favorable currents,

Thursday May 27, 2004

Undeﬂ_vay by 0630 to get across before the wind kicks up. The crossing was uneventfill, just the
way I like it. We entered Cattle Pass about 1030 and cruised through Griffin Bay and up San Juan
Channel. We passed through Friday Harbor but did not stop. It wasn’t very crowded this time of
year.

We went on to Roche Harbor and dropped anchor about 1330. We took a short na;

d D . p and then
launched the dinghy to mount the engine. It had been raining off an on all day and continued to do
s0. We managed to get ashore for a little walk around between rain showers. Hennie enjoyed the
old photographs in the restaurant and hotel. We returned to the boat about 1700 where I cooked
some fish for dinner.

We enjoyed a quiet evening aboard. Roche Harbor is an old limestone quarry that has been
oon\:erbe:d to a resort. They have a very large marina, hotel, restaurant, café, swimming pool, and
tennis courts. They even have a small general store.

Friday May 28, 2004

Up at 0700 and ashore by 0930 to visit the sculpture garden and mausoleum. Hans decided he
would rather look at airplanes than sculptures so he went on to the airfield right next to the
garden. Hennie and I went in to look at the sculptures. Neither one of us is real big on sculpture so
it didn’t take arcal long time. We went on to the cemetery and mausoleum. T had been there twice
befnm_sc? I was just along for the walk. We returned to the resort for fish and chips at the café.
T@emgna]?“perufﬂmlimﬁtm quarry was a Mason and had a Mausoleumn built for him and
his ?amﬂy. It is in the shape of a circular gazebo with a stone table and chairs in the middle. The
chairs contain the ashes of each family member, There are seven '
altogether. CONTINUED on next page

200 Ban Juan Trip

Wie were Back aboand by 1300 and undersay for Garrison Bay, the sise of the British anmy camp
fior the pig war of 1559, Back then the ilands didnt beloeg 1o anyooe and was seitied by British
and Americen sefthers, 1 seems thet o of tee Amerbcans shot a Briish plg thad was ralding his
garden. This precipitmed the landing of British and American forees on different parts af the
islanid. Mo fighting took pleee, in faet the different camps would kst secial events for ench other.
This went om for 12 years. The dispute was settled by Eaiser Willhelm the st in an arbitratics
thart grve the ishads 10 thi Adtserichns.,

e spemt soene tine booking i the huildings and the formal garden at the British camp. The
vigtlirs cevbir was ol open skl Jans Sih s we couldn’t go in although there were people iaide
cleanimg. 'We were ghile i walk around and kook ot pictares in the lobby but we couldn'l go ino
the nest of the busldisg.

e left Garison Bay ahout | 500 hending for Stuant [slond. Instead of retracing our nowi: through
Maquito Pass and going kack throagh Roche Higbor | declded o coanpleie the passnge out to
Hiero Strait and then north o Stuset Islend. The tide wos agadnst us s 1 could only do abou 5-6
knits. but we arfived in Reid Harbor aboal 16300 Afler & short hreak we god into the dinghy 1o go
ashore & in book m 0 new moosing system they put in singe ks vear. 10 is Gres buoys with a
dousbile line betwees them. The: line bas rngs and fenders wored inbe in shout every five feel.
Apponding to the sign wou are sapposed to tie upbnn'uniﬂﬂnhﬂxﬁnumru-ﬁdenfm
bemcrys. B bonks Fke it woubd hobd shoul eight or ten averags slze bosts although st this time no-
oo had used it. Stuar islemd has & staie park in the middbe of it with several hiling rails, Reid
Eearbior s abinoet & filbe bong snd several bundred vards wide. 11 1s one of the hest anchorages in
the islands and is progected from everything except southessterhy winds. Thene ane no faclities on
the taland for bodals except o landing dock o the park, The rest of the land is privately owned,
Wiz went ashaore for a shorl walk around in the park and came back 1o the bost about 1745 whaen [
cocked Podish sassage o the BB, We speent the rest of the: cvening in the cockpdt walking and
reloving.

Satarday May 39, 2004
Wie apent ke day Im Reid Harbor, | nodlesd that the port tube in the dinghy needed nir, it probably
hes 2 small leak somewhere. In te morning Hennie and | walked to the schoal and ressure chest.
[1i% a bemg walk with & stairease with 12% seps along the way, 171 dld i every week [ would be in
pood shape. We also foend the Stunrt 1sland cemetery where some of the earky ressdents ane
buried. Hang™ kmes wie botdhering him 50 he stayed on the bost, The afternoon was spent nedaxing
ond pounting the member of Bayliner boats coming im. There mst be a meeting of Bayliner
wThers weg oymnied & Jesst 20 and more are coming in, In the carly evening it sinmed fo rain, The
treasare chest i & find raiser for one of the stodenis of the: schoal. H is foll of T-sharis, hats,

olalinioes el ailees trusslol ieslrera 1 o honee ouotsen each been hoe on seuslnmes with dhs neles
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on it. Take something and send in the payment when you get bome.

Sunday May 30, 2004

| made & good breakefast for nvself but pobody clse wanied sy, Aficr breakfasi we were
underway fior Tum Point end Friday Horbor 1 went through Jodm's Pess and aroond the morth side
of Snert Bsland, elese o Tarm Podnt g0 we could 36 the lighthouse, The trp o Friday Harbor wia
umeventid but when we got there we couldn’t find smoplace to anchor. | tried twice bul was nod
bappy either time, The least depth we could snchor in wes B Bathoms and it was alpesdy too
crovwded for thmt. Hans sagpesied that we po on o Griffon Bay bt [ decided so try Fiskermans

Bay on Lopez Island. The entrance was a white knuckler, narrow, twisting and shallow. We
managed to get in and find a place to anchor but the wind is very strong. I don’t know if it is just
in here or is blowing everywhere. We went ashore and walked to the town of Lopez Village,
There were a few small shops and a grocery store where Hennie purchased a few things. The ride
back in the dinghy was kind of wet but I went slow so it wasn’t too bad. I rigged the anchor bridle
because of the winds. | have a scope of about 10:1 in this shallow water so we should be fine. The
wind is about 15-17 knots but there are no real waves, it is noisy but not serious. The anchor
bridle is a chain hook with two lines attached that go through hawse holes on either side of the
bow. The purpose is to give the chain some cushioning due to the nylon line, and to take the strain
off of the bow roller. It also helps keep the boat lined up with the wind.

Monday May 31, 2004

We waited for the tide to come in before attempting the narrow and shallow passage out of
Fisherman’s Bay. We left about 1030 and followed a sailboat out with no problems. At one point
the depth sounder indicated 0.9 fathoms that would be about 16 inches under the keel. Once out
we went down to Griffin Bay to get ready for an early morning crossing to Port Townsend the
next day. We anchored in 18 feet of water and as usual we were the only boat there. A short ride in
the dinghy took us to the beach, 1 wore my boots so getting ashore was no problem. We explored
the beach and the lagoons behind it. Hennie collected shells and I took a lot of pictures. In the
dinghy again we took a ride through Fish Creek to look at the boats. A long trip across the bay
took us to a small state park where we spent a few minutes before heading back. Sitting in the
cockpit enjoying the sun and some wine we saw a bald eagle fly over. I made Tuna on the BBQ
and we enjoyed a quiet evening all by ourselves, Griffin Bay is the closest anchorage to Cattle
Pass and makes a good place to wait for an early moming crossing of the Straits of Juan de Fuca.

TO BE CONTINUED

2004 San Juan Trip
This is the June 200 log of the Sea Dreamer cruise to the San Jaun Islands and Vancouver Island
Canada by L1C Mike Gibbons= I

Tuesday June 1, 2004

W depaned for Pont Townsend about 0730 to catch the nde. Bov did we catch the nde. At a thronde
selting of 1300 RPM that should give us about 6 knots we were hitting osver 11 at times throwgh Canle
Pass. There is a full moon tonight so we were having very large tdes. We were in the cumment coming out
of Cattle Pass for several miles out imto the straits. Other than that the nde was routine, calm seas, hinle
winid, and nit much raffic. We arrived i Port Townsend at noon and soon had a shp. | sopped a the
fuel dock and took on 1K} galtons at $2.00 a gallon. That dida’t fill me wp but it came pretty close. At
Hans™ sugeestion | put about ten gallons more i the starboard tank 1o make up for the generator which
pulls Fuel from that tank, T alse topped up the propane tank that | had been using, 1t only took three
pallons but they are both full now amd T don’t have o mess with i T guess Tam as resdy as [T will ever be
for my first soto trip tomorrosw. This will be the first time | have used the boat by myself since we lefi
Partland im 200K,

Wednesday Jume 2, 2004

Hans and Hennie departed at U730 after casting off my lines. | departed the basin and took some time 10
bring in the fenders and get the dock lines sorted ot The current was already up so | headed over to the
Whidlbey Tsland side of the channel. [ had plenty of time <o T was just dling along at 1200 RPA which
should give me about 3 to 6 knots, instead [ was hitting 11 and 12 knots leaving Admuraly Infet. The inp
wits otherwise uneventful,

I was in Caitle pass at LI nght on time for slack water. [ anchored in Gnifin Bay agam to do a few



things to the boat. One of the things [ wanted 1o do was look at the autopilon. 1 have o have the
sensitivity turned up to %5 of full before it will work at My actopilor is a life saver. | hardly ever hand
steer, As soon as | am out of the harber the autopilot goes on. It failed last vear about three hours out of
Girays Harbor, we went in and fixed it nght away.

Thursday June 3. 2004

| connected an outlet to the inventer without realizing that one of my closet heaters was anached. My
hatteries were down a lot this morming so [ am spending the day charging batteries. My house banery
bank drives a L5040 wart inverter that gives me 110 VAC for the appliances and the freezer. it wall also
power small hand wals and run my closet heaters even if | don’t want it 1o

1ot in the dinghy later and cleaned the starboard hull. Tt is the side away from the dock and doesn’t get
much artention.

Friday June 4, 2004

I was up garly this moming so [ decided [ might as well get underway for Roche Harbor, The tide was
against me but [ was in no burry. T eruised through San Juen channel past Speden sland and into Roche
Harbor about 1130,

I anchared close o the resort in hepes of getting wircless imtemet access. | was able 1o connect but the
cost was steep. [ decided to go ashore and check at the hotel. They had access but it was just as
expensive so afler a short walk arownd [ returned o the boat. Internet was $5.93 for 24 hours.

It 15 a frustrating process though because every itme the boat swings at anchor | lose the signal

Saturday June 5, 2004

One thing about Roche harbor, 1t gets poing early. | was up by 0600 and had breakfast over by 0730, As 1
still had some time lef 1 spent the moming on the Intemet. | think | got my fix for awhile. About 1300 |
weent ashore with some trash and had a walk and 1ok some prctures. One of the biggest problems [ had
up there is trash. Mone of the islands want boaters o bring trash ashore. At one point T had about § bags
of trash on the aft cabin deck. [ did find out later that Friday Harbor wall let vou dump trash.

Sunday June 6, 2004
Underway at 0300 for Reid Harbor at Stuant Island. Amrived about 1000, Had some trouble anchoring
and finally moved 1o a new spot where [ anchored without problems. The harbor is almost deserted,
there are only three boats anchored and maybe four or five on buoys or floats. More came in as the
evening progressed but it was still almost empty.

CONTINUED on next page

2004 San Juan Trip (edited log)

Monday June 7. 2004

I diglm’t have any plans todiy but 1 eniled up gething some obs done that needed domsg. [ foond e ek
in the dinghy. It was on the botiom pear the stemn. [ bad to it the dingiy with, the boom to get a2 5 1
took the motor off, kopetully 1 can get it back om by myself. [F 1 can’t it"™s gomg o be a long rwo secks
before Karen gets bere. 1 need to feave it banging on the boom overmaghi to ket the repasr ot [ ook
kind of odkl hangmg by the stern 1 bhad to mise 1t completely omt of the water, some jerk in 2 ronabost
went by and coused all kinds of disturbance.

1 was charging baftzries with the generator this moming when it started making o fumny pofse. | shus i
doarn and checked the oil. The dipstick said i was abowt 273 of o guast low, | put in snother gt ond the
sz went sway 50 | poess it is particularly sensitive to low oil, [ il fry o keep it full o the fitee
Tuesday Jume &, 2004

1 govt the ootor back on the dingby bt it was a clese call | lost my balance while on the swam platfonm
with it and almost [osd it and went swimming. 1F T ever have i do that agaim | peed o better method. Wl
two people | use the boom to mise and lower the motor one person handles the: hoom the other s in the
dinghy thai is tied up alongside.

1 emiptied the Inzzeretie in investigate a leak ot the starboard radder. b looks like the holts holding the
nadiler shafi packing ane rusting out, 13 will be a job for the yard when | haal oot nex year

Weidnesday June 5, Hi0d

et might we haad & real blow. The wind was up fo 20 knots and it felf like we were snderway. [ lefi the
compaiter on with the anchor olarm set but had no problems. | didn’t sheep very well though. ARer
listening to the wenther forecast | decided o meve oo 3 harbor mone protected from sostherbes, | gt
underway s look ot Degr Harhor, | cnaise ot 3 knots or so b conserve fue] and it i very relaxing.

Dieer Harbor & & resort with a largs marma and almoss ne fecilitics thas interesied me. | was not vers
happy with the anchorage ord it was open w0 the sowth amyway. | messed sround and had 8 cup of coffes
ar the dock cafié. | asked ome of the arendanis, moorage was 51.13 per foot per night snd fisel was 5250
pluis tox,

| 1hzn decided to lenve. | would look in ac Blind Bay on Skaw lsland. if it didn't suit me then probabdy
Prevost Harbor back on Stuart islamd or Roche Harbor sgsin. Blind By turned cuf to be empiy. so |

mmaharad Hhars Thees i mashinn hame acasmi o0 smmall Lalond shad s = senia masl ol ms Foailomeas Tha ko
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iz almosr totally enclosed with 3 fathems theough-out snd one opening o the norh. [ will see how the
weather k= iomomrow before deciding what o do nex

Thidrsday Jane 10, 2004

I deckded bo g into Canada today. 1 @it undersay amd lesarely cnisad up o Bodwell Harbor on Pomsder
Islamd. This iz one of the first times | have brodght e Boat i e oadock witheut 5 crew so | was

s hast nervols aboat it | had poe problem but | should kave gotten the fomders amd lioes tcady o limke
curlier. Cleareng inte Canada was the caseess thang | have ever dome. Affter choring | bended for Ganges
ont Salespring [sland.

1 anchored in Ganges Harbor and ook the dinghy 0w dee hasbor, Ganges is probalbly the bes obdoun of
the 1960 hippies. The whole town i= senall shops and boutsgues There are vops stodnos. bstres, am
galberies and all kind of shops selling He-dve and other crafty ems.

Fraday Juse 11, 2004

Last inlzhe swas horrible. The wind wias wp o 20 w25 mols asd my anchor deaesed abowst 200 foet | ke
oul moe chain aisd used my canmonball on i, The camnonball s @ 25 pound ssnght that | G book o the
chain to help the anchor dig in. | didn ™t drig any more but 1 had o kave the computer on wath s anchor
carcle and alsrm st | kind of deced on the settes mocase § had 1o juomp op amd do somethmes

1 decuded bo leave Canges asd ead po Fullerd aesd iry b get 2 slip for the nsghi 10 wis oo probdbes the
price was up [Fom las vear, thes vear if was S350 Canadian whech converts o $25 80 1S,

| needod & nrghis sbosp so [ dudn’'t mend. Fulford 5 o the south e of Sall Sprmg lsland snd & 3 subartb
of (angis &3 B as the type of dheps s comoemed. The Farry docks mght mext b the manaa amd leves its
engine g iohold sl agamst the memp. 1 makes for come mierestisg carmends m the manma. You
pretty much have o wait for the ferry o leave before you come i or iry o leave.

T BE CONTENLIED

The continuing 2004 Cruise of Sea Dreamer by Mike Gibbons (edited)

Friduy June 11, 2004 in Ganges Harbor-

Last night was horrible, The wind was up to 20 to 25 knots and my anchor dragged about 200 feet. | ket
out more chain and used my cannonball on it. The cannonball is a 25 pound weight that | can hook 1o the
chain 1o provide more of a downward pull on the line.

Saturday June 12, 2004

I got up today with small craft warnimgs for 25 knot winds from the south. | could have staved in Fulford
but it was open W the south and kind of expensive. Looking at the chart it looks like Maple Bay on
Vancouver Island is pretty well protected. [t is on the other side of Sah Spring Island. To get there you
have to go through Sansum Narrows between Vancouver and Sah Spring Islands.

Monday June 14, 2004

Left today for Roche Harbor to clear customs. [ leoked into Lyall harbor just south o f Winter Cove. It
looks like a nice place to anchor also, | went on to Port Browning and had a look around. Then on 1o
Roche Harbor to clear customs. Customs in the US s not nearly o< easy as Canada | stayed overnight m
Roche Harbor so | could Internet for a while,

Tuesday June 15, 2004

Underway carly for Stuart Island, | will probably stay here for 2 week or so and try (o get some things
done on the boat,

Wednesday June 16, 2004

I fixed a few minor problems today and started on varmishing the head floor . The days are wanm and
SLUIAY NOW,

Thursday June 24, 2004

Got underway carly to have the most water in the channel out of Kilisut Harbor. I'm on my way to Pon
Townsend to pick up Karen. | took a slip and washed down the boal, charged battenies and did laundry.
Karen got there about 1930

Friduy hine 25, 2004

We were underway by 0730 1o move around to the fuel dock. 1 took 113 gallons i the port tank and
16,5 in the starboard tank, The price was S1.649 plus 8.2% tax. | guess it sounds like less if they don™t
inglude the tax in the price. I'm glad | am not as stupsd as marketing people seem o think | am. In any
case the wilal came o 5391 .46

Saturday June 26, 2004

We left Griffin Bay and headed north. | wanted to go somewhere | hadn’t been before so we wenl into
Shoal Bay on the north end of Lopez Istand and then on 1o Exst Sound on Oreas Island. We just crused
throug h without stopping at either place.

Sunday June 27, 2004

. Underway for Stuart [sland with a pass through Blind Bay and Deer Harbor, On the way nto Deer
Harbor we encountered a ug with a log boom. 1 don’t know how many logs it had but there were a lot.
The log boom was probably 500 feet long and 50 feet wide. The tug was just sitting in the entrance to
Deer Harbor,



Tuesday June 29, 2004

We entered Canada today through Bedwell Harbor on Pender Island. Agam it was no problem. We took
some time to walk around the Marma. Tt s brand new and called Poets Cove.

Thursday July 1, 2004

The duy started with & good washdown on the boat. We also filked the water tanks and walked over 1 the
grocery store, Underway at 1030 for Roche Harbor to clear customs. Haro Strants was pretty choppy with
astiff wind blowing. It looked like 15 to 20 knots from the south.

Friday July 2, 2004

Moved 1o Griffin Bay to depart first thing m the moming. The tides look good for 2 0830 depanture. | try

to time the trip to have the current in our favor leaving Cattle pass and entering Admiralty Inlet.
Saturday July 3, 2004
The crossing was a little rough, small craft warnings were up for the east entrance to the strait. . Once in
Port Townsend we took a slip for the night.
CONTINUED on next page
3

at $35.00 cach, a cab, walking, or by dinghy. To be fair the shuitle nde included the price of admission.
{52100 ea.) In the end we took the dinghy after all but it was a much shorler trip from the marina.
Butchart Gardens was sill o great place to visit although there were a lot of oriental tourists on this day.
TO BE CONTINUED
Details and pictures at January 15th Squadron meeting.
4

2004 San Juan Trip

Continuing the log of the Sea Dreamer 2004 cruise to the San Jaun Islands and Vancouver Island
Canada by LtC Mike Gibbons,IN. Tuesday August 3, 2004

Sidney was our next stop. T went through Iroquois passage on the way around. [ think this might have
been the most white knuckle part of the trip so far. The passage was very nammow and naot that deep. | had
Karen reading off the depth readings from the fathometer as [ piloted the boat through the channel. The
depth got down to less than one fathom at one point with the current running at about 3 knots. [ seem to
have a penchant for finding the difficult way through. It keeps life interesting | guess. | don’t think 171l
go that way again. Sidney was great as usual.

Friday August 6, 2004

We moved down to Griffin Bay to get ready to cross the straits. We didn’t go ashore this ume. Spent a
quiet day at anchaor,

Saturday August 7, 2004

The tides called for us to make an early crossing so we were up at 0520 and underway by 0345, The
wind was calm and the sea was glassy, just the way [ like it. We were in Port Townsend by 0950. All the
shps were taken but they could put us on the linear moonmg dock. It was cheaper but we had 1o walk
halfway to Coos Bay to get ashore, We brought the car around so we could do laundry and go grocery
shopping. Karen decided to leave that day and her and Stephen departed about 1400. [ washed down the
boat and filled the water tanks. | bad to make another carly departure to catch the tide so | was in bed
early.

Sunday August 8, 2004

The straits were calm but not glassy at 0530 when | got underway. The wind was about five knots from
the west and it was an easy trip. | was going directly to Stuart Island so [ thought 1 would go up Haro
Straits and look for whales. I haven't seen any this trip and today was no exception.

Monday August 9, 2004

| started on the cabin floor. | have sanded everything forward of the engine room hatches. | want to get
everything done that would make 1t hard for two people to live here. With a lintle luck | may be able to
finish the whole thing.

Tuesday August 10, 2004 to Wednesday Angust 11, 2004

I managed to get five coats of vanish on the section of floor forward of the engine room hatches.
Thursday August 12, 2004

Had some excitement this moming. | charge batteries twice a day. This moming | started the generator as
usual, the batteries started charging and T was sitting here drinking a cup of tea and reading when | heard
an odd noise. [ looked up at the dash and smoke started to come out I shut down the generator and
investigated. Luckily that moming | had emptied the closet that the electrical wiring is in. Both of our
smoke alarms went off as [ was looking for the source of the problem. We have 2 50 amp circunt breaker
in the generator circuit, The 50 amp breaker had bumed up. T have po idea how old it is. it is probably
original equipment so is almost 30 years old. In any case | had a bunch of bumed wires o deal with. Any



resemblance between the wiring on this boat and any clectrical code is purcly coincidence. The Taiwan
yard that built the boat has a wiring color code, red. All of the wires in the boat are red. As [ was
attempting to determine which wire was hot and which was neutral from the generator, with the
gencrator running and holding a meter in one hand and two live wires in the other, | heard a woman sav
“Helle™ . 1 just about jumped out of my skin. I am anchored out away from anvone, with the nearest boat
at least 100 yards away. 1 had left the VHF radio on and someone was fooling around with it. 1 fully
expected to see someone standing in the doorway when | made my way out of the closet. [ ended up
bypassing the bad breaker and everything 15 back up and nmning.

2004 San Juan Trip (edited log)

Wednesday August 18, 2004

The next morning was foggy 5o while [ waited for it to lift [ went into town to look for tea. By 1000 the
fog has started 1o lift so 1 filled the water tanks and took off. I returned 1o Westscotl bay 1o [inish
vamishing the cabin floor. | only have three hatches left to do.

Thursday August 19, 2004 and Friday August 20, 2004

1 finished up the cabin Moo, T did the last two hatches wgether 1o get them done Ginally. The weather
held for the whole time 1 was vamishing.

Saturday August 21, 2004

I'm glad I finished the vamishing yesterday, it rained all day today. 1 didn’™t do much, just sat around and
watched it rain.

Sunday August 22, 2004

I am in Blind Bay. | was going around to Spencer Spit but the radio 15 talking about strong winds from
the south and the spit doesn’t offer much protection. 1 will stay here tonight and decide what 1o do
TOMOrTow.

Monday August 23,

I came back to Roche Harbor, T think T will spend a few days here then head down 1o GrifTin Bay for a
day or two before I go to Port Townsend to pick up Karen. After a while the boat wakes got to me and |
went up to Reid Harbor on Swart [sland.

Tuesday August 24, 2004

It has been raining all day and the wind is coming up. | moved and reset my anchor as 1 thought it may
have been dragging some where it was. It looks like a long night ahead.

Wednesday August 25, 2004

I was right, it was a long night. 1 woke up about 0100 with the wind howling through the anchorage. [
turmed on the computer and | hadn’t moved any. | stayed up until about 0300 when the wind died off and
I could see stars. This moming it was totally socked in and raining agam. It looks like a good day to do
nothing.

Thursday August 26, 2004

I got underway and went down to Roche Harbor. After a couple of circles around the bay [ found a spot
where 1 eould pick up a wireless signal and spent the day on the Internet. It is starting to seem like all 1
do is run between Reid Harbor and Roche Harbor.

Friday August 27, 2004

After waiting for the tide to come in some | went through Mosquito passage into Westscott bay. Most of
the local spell it Wescolt bay but the chart calls it Westscott, even the guide books have it wrong. [ went
ashore here at low tide to have a look around.

Saturday August 28, 2004

I took the dinghy around to English camp and walked around the campground. There were many tents
and ather paraphernalia set up to reenact the 1860s. There was a pipe and drum marching band that were
pretty good.,

Sunday August 29, 2004

I went around to English Camp in the moming and watched the activities for a couple of hours. On the
way back to Westscott Bay the dinghy engine gave me some trouble. | was on plane and the engine
suddenly slowed down to an idle. It would run but nothing above idle speed. 1 made 1 back 1o the boat
and looked the engine over but didn™t see anything. I restarted it and it seemed fine. 1 think it had water
or dint in the fuel. | put some more stabilizer in it. It is supposed o take water out of gas. | guess we will
see. [ also discovered a leak in the sea water pump on the generator. | took it off to verify the leak and
put it back on because [ don't have a spare. It was Sunday so there wasn™t much open. West Marine was
the only place I found open and when I told him what I needed. he was surprised and asked me how old

the engine was, Needless to say he didn’t have a pumgp.

Muonday August 30, 2004

1 called a couple more places and found the right water pump at Admiral Ship Supply in Port Townsend.
They counld get it overnight for $195.00 plus tax. | decided to call Englond Manne in Charleston Ore. To
see what they had. Mark told me he could get one by Wednesday Tor S158.00 and Oregon has no tax.
Karen will pick it up Wednesday afternoon and bring it up with her on Thursday.



Tuesday August 31, 2004
I moved the boat to Griffin Bay today to get ready to cross the strait Thursday mormang. On the way out
of Westscott. Bay and again in Mosquito Pass the computer quit on me. It’s a good thing 1 have been in
and out of there several times so | know the way. | stopped in Roche Harbor long enough to look into it
I determined it had something o do with the video so | tned changing some of the settings and it worked
the rest of the way. I have a laptop as a spare but I don’t really want to use it if [ don™t have to.
The computer failed permanently at this point so | am recreating the rest of the trip from my
feeble memory.
I picked up Karen on the first of September. She had the water pump for the generator so 1 changed it. |
had to prevail upon some of the shops in the boatyard for tools but finally got it done. We stayed one
night in Port Townsend and left the next day for Stuart Island. We spent that night in Reid Harbor and
feft the next day for Bedwell Harbor to check in with Canadian Customs. There were customs agents on
the dock but I still had to use the telephone to check in. Again. it was no problem.
From Bedwell Harbor we headed north to Nanaimo. We stopped along the way in Ladysmith Harbor for
the night, The next day we headed for Dodd Narmows, Dodd Narmows 15 a spot whene the channel gocs
from several miles wide to about 200 yards. Needless to say the corrents through there are strong and
passing through is a matter of timing for slack water. We timed it about night and only had aboot 2 10 2.5
knots of current. Nanaimo is about 5 miles from the Namows so we amived fairly carly. The anchorage
was crowded but we found a place and anchored.

TO BE CONTINUED
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August 31

The computer Fuled permanently at this point so | am reercating the rest of the np from my fechie
ITETTHrY.

September |

| picked up Karen on the first of September. She had the water pump for the generator so | changed n |
had w prevail upon some of the shops m the boatyard for wools bat fimally got it done. We staved one
night i Port Townsend and left the next day tor Start Island. We spent that mght in Reid Harbor and
left the next day for Bedwell Harbor 1o check m with Canadian Customs. There were customs agents on
the dock bun [ sl bad to use the elephone to check m. Again., it was no problem.

From Bedwell Harbor we headed north (o Manaimo. We stopped along the way m Ladysmith Harbor for
the night. The next dav we headed for Dodd Narrows. Dodd Marrows is a spot where the channel goes
friom several miles wide to abowt 200 yards, MNeedless to sav the curments through there are strong and
passing through is a matter of timing lor slack water. We timed it about right and only had abowt 2 10 2.5
knots of current. Nanaimo is about 5 miles from the Narrows so we amived Farly early. The anchorage
was crowded but we found a place and anchored.

The anchorage at Nanaimeo s protected by Newcastle [sland and Protecton Tsland. Newcastle Island 15 &
Provincial Park and is a very interesting place to walk around. We spent several hours walking on the
paths and mspecting a stone quarry that produced mull stones.

We took the dinghy scross w Nanaimo in the afternoon and spent some time walking around the town
Manaitno is oo big to walk anvwhere far so we just looked around the waterfront area_ In the evening we
returned to the boat and decided to leave the next day. We took the dinghy over to Proiection Isiand 1o go
to the Dinghy Dock Pub for dinner. We had 3 good mieal and enjoved ourselves in the Pub

We took the dinghy across w Mangirmo i the afternoen and spent some time walking around the town.
MNanaimo is oo big 1o walk anywhere far so we just locked around the waterfront area. The swans of
Georgia separale Vancouver Island from the mainland Canada and are about 70 mules long. There s a
s from Winter Cove out to the straits bt it s only suitable for small boats.

From Winter Cove we went on to Sidney Spit. We walked around some and had a quiet night on a
mooring buoy,

Sidney is about two miles from Sidney Spit so it was a short mip. In Swdney we went o our favonite
Gireek restaurant for my belated birthday dinner. It was grear as wsual.

Roche harbor was our check—in point for US Customs. Agam 1t was no problem. We went on 1o
Westscott bay for the might. While there we walked over to English Camp. The buildings were closed for
the season but we could still walk around the grounds. The pear trees mthe held were nipe and the geese
were having a field day. We picked a couple and ate them. they were OK but mot great.

| had been noticing that the upper mibes of my mnflatable dinghy were ruming sticky. Nothing | cleaned
Lthem with made any difference. | talked wath the manager of the local West Manne store and be sand that
there was a coating og the fabric that was supposed to seal it and keep the PV chemicals from leaching
out. Apparently the coating was not working and he suggested that | drop off the dinghy and let them
wark on it, He also rerminded me that it had a five vear warrantee and 1t was still covered. As | needed
the dinghy in my wavels | said 1 would deop it off on my Last wip through Pon Townsend.



We departed Westscon bay and headed for Friday Harbor. T would ordinanily go w Griffin bay the migh
before leaving for Port Townsend but the weather was predicting strong westerly winds. the same
condition that cansed me a sleepless night last tme in Gnffin Bav. Friday Harbor is 3 mice place to visit
-il.n:{\'\"ﬁ:".
The next day we crossed over to P. Townsend. We knew they were having their annual wooden boat
festival and there were no slips available so Karen had all her gear packed before we got in.. | came in 1o
the Fucl dock and refucled while Karcn got her gear into the car. She had plenty of time and madc surc
the car was running good then came back to the dock where we made our farewells.

CONTINUED on next page
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2004 San Juan Trip {edited tog)

| lefi right away as | was to meet friends that day in Reid harbor. Bill and Jan Leiken were charering a
boat in Bellingham WA and were going to spend a week cruising the islands. We had amanged 10 meet
and spend some time together.

Bill and Jan are really nice people but didn’t know much about boats or cruising so they were glad to
have me around. We spent the next day on Stuant Island and walked out to the “Treasure Chest™

They wanted to visit Roche Harbor so we dropped down there the next day. They took Sunny Sue mto a
slip and 1 anchored in the harbor. Actually. | anchored first and transferred to Sunny Sue to help Bill get
into a slip. We got tied up and walked around the resont some. We went to the sculpture garden and out
to the mausoleum. That evening we attended the flag ceremony at the resort. | had to leave shortly after
that as their dinghy doesn’t have any lights and the flag ceremony was at sundown. The flag ceremony
consisted of music, firing a cannon, and lowenng some flags. The whele thing was kind of hoky but it 1s
popular with the tourists and vou can hear the music all over the harbor. In the summer all the boats
sound their homns.

While | was ashore some jerk anchored right next to me. [ knew it would cause problems later and
should have moved then but 1 didn’t. About (100 the next moming the wind shified and started blowing
harder. | was right on top of the idiot so | started my engines and moved 1o a better spol.

We (me and Sunny Sue) departed Roche Harbor and ran down to Friday Harbor. We walked around town
and had a nice dinner that night. We were underway the following day to go around 1o Spencer Spit. The
weather was windy and rainy the whole trme Bill and Jan were in their boat and Spencer Spit was no
exception. We went ashore and walked around on the beach some. We were kind of looking {or
someplace to pay as we both took mooring buoys. We never did find any way to pay so we had a free
night. | wanted bill to have a chance to see how another boat handled so we all pied nto Sea Dreamer
and went for a spin. We didn’t stay out too long as | didn’t want to lose my mooring buoy, Bill and Jan
lett the next moming to return the boat to Bellingham. [ left and went back to Reid Harbor, [ didn’t stay
long, [ went on to Westscott bay for a few days before going on to Griffin Bav and Port Townsend to
meet Hans for the trip home.

Hans and Hennie came up on the 24th of September. Hennie didn’t stav. she went 1o Gig Harbor 1o visit
her son. Hans and [ left the next day and we had a fairly uneventful tnp down the coast. The only real
excitement was rounding Cape Flattery. | took a shon-cut and ended up in some fairly high swells
caused by the tide rounding the cape. We decided not to stop at Gray’s Harbor and made the trip in 56
hours 1o Coos Bay.

Mike Gibbon's Sea Dreamer
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