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1. Check the subject of this examination to insure it is the one requested.

2. Do not make any marks in this examination booklet. Answers are to be marked on form ANSC-7010 (Auxiliary Operational Specialty Course Examination Answer Sheet).

3. There are 30 multiple-choice questions in this examination. Each question has only one correct answer. Each question and answer has been extracted from the information contained in the current edition of the Vessel Safety Check Manual, COMDTINST 16796.8 (series), A Boater’s Guide to the Federal Requirements for Recreational Boats, and forms ANSC 7003/7008.
4. Although this is an open book examination, you are only permitted to refer to the Vessel Safety Check Manual, COMDTINST 16796.8 (series), A Boater’s Guide to the Federal Requirements for Recreational Boats, and forms ANSC 7003/7008.
5. Work swiftly but carefully and be accurate. This examination has a three-hour time limit.

6. The passing score is 90% (no more than three wrong answers or unanswered questions). Since your score is based on the total number of correct answers, you are encouraged to answer every question.

7. After you finish the examination, check the answer sheet to make sure all required information is furnished. Return the examination booklet, answer sheet and any scrap paper to the proctor.

8. Answers shall not be determined through a consensus with other persons during the examination. This test is an individual effort.

9. The following instructions will assist you while completing the information section of the answer sheet. Also, please note the Privacy Act statement printed on the answer sheet. To make it easy to change your answer upon further review of a question, it is suggested that you complete the answer sheet in pencil.

a. NAME: Print your last name and first name on the line provided.

b. MEMBER #: Enter your member number in the spaces provided.

c. EXAM TITLE: Enter the short name of the examination – VE QUAL.
d. MEMBER’S MAILING ADDRESS: Print your current mailing address.

e. COURSE CODE, EDITION, TEST #: Enter the 3-digit course code, the 1-digit edition number and the 2-digit test number listed from the first page of these test directions in the blocks provided. For each number, fill in the corresponding circle.

f. DATE TEST ADMINISTERED. Enter the day and year in the blocks provided. For days 1-9 enter a zero in the first block, then the number. Fill in the month, day and year in the corresponding circles.

10. Marking the answer sheet:

a. Make all marks with a black lead pencil

b. Do not leave stray marks on the answer sheet

c. If it becomes necessary to change a mark, erase it completely.

d. Darken the circles completely. You may want to mark your selections lightly with a small dot until you are satisfied that no changes will be made.

DO NOT BEGIN. WAIT FOR THE PROCTOR TO GIVE THE SIGNAL.

DO NOT answer questions with your first reaction. Look up the answer in your manual. Work independently.

QUALIFICATION EXAMINATION FOR VESSEL EXAMINER
1.  
For award of the VSC decal, the minimum number and size of the fire extinguishers required aboard recreational boats is determined by the vessel's:

a. Length.
b. Propulsion method.
c. Construction (open or closed).
d. All of the choices.
2.
What is the requirement regarding a sound producing device for paddle craft?

a. There is no requirement.

b. Some means of making an efficient sound signal (athletic whistle acceptable).
c. Whistle required only when operating between sunset and sunrise.
d. Some means of producing an efficient sound signal when operating in the vicinity of power-driven vessels.

3.
Approved distress signals as authorized by federal regulations
a. Must be properly stowed and readily accessible.
b. Must be in serviceable condition and with a current date. 

c. Are required to be carried by all vessels 16 feet or over operating on the high seas and coastal waters of the U.S.

d. All of these choices. 

4.
You’re at a very busy boat ramp. You have an opportunity to conduct the VSC on a boat that’s still on the trailer. Can you do it?
a. Yes, but before you can issue the VSC decal, you must see the boat in the water. This way you’re sure it’s seaworthy.

b. No, the Vessel Safety Check Manual, COMDINST 16796.8 (series) explicitly states that the boat must be in the water, safely afloat at normal trim with adequate freeboard.

c. Yes, as long as the owner or operator is present during the safety check the boat may be examined on a trailer.

d. No, how can you tell if the boat is seaworthy if it’s still on the trailer?
5.
When awarding a VSC decal on a paddle craft, which statement regarding placement of the decal is NOT true?

a. Place decal where it can easily be seen.
b. It should be placed near the HIN.
c. Make sure it is affixed in the presence of the VE.
d. Should be placed on port side, forward of amidships.
6.
You come across a brand new vessel without registration numbers. The owner shows you a bill of sale and states that s/he is awaiting the Certificate of Number for the state. Can you conduct a VSC on this vessel?
a. Yes, but withhold the decal until you re-examine the vessel once the numbers are placed on the boat.
b. No, the boat is not in compliance with state/federal requirements. And, since it will fail the VSC as a result of this, don’t waste your time.
c. Yes, but make sure you let the owner know about the proper spacing, size and coloring of the numbers. Also, note this information on Form 7012.
d. No, if it doesn’t have a number, there’s no way to record it on Form 7012.
7.
How do you determine a boat's length if the registration or other paperwork doesn't have that information?

a. Measure from end to end over the deck excluding sheer.
b. Measure from stem to stern and subtract seven feet.
c. Take the width and multiply by 3.14.
d. None of the above.(VEs do not determine measurements such as length or beam)
8.
What is the maximum, normal vessel length for a VE to inspect?

a. Under 65 feet.

b. Under 70 feet.

c. Under 40 feet.

d. No size limit.
9.
Certain gear on a vessel must be Coast Guard, S.A.E. or U.L. approved to be eligible for a VSC decal. Which items are these?

a. Life Jackets (PFDs), VDSs, Fire Extinguishers, First Aid Kits, Anchors.
b. Life jackets (PFDs), Fire Extinguishers, First Aid Kits, Navigation Lights, MSDs.
c. VDSs, Life Jackets (PFDs), Fire Extinguishers, Backfire Flame Arresters, MSDs.
d. VDSs, Fire Extinguishers, Backfire Flame Arresters, MSDs, Navigation
Lights.
10.
Paddle craft should be examined for the following:

a. Sound producing device
b. Navigation lights 

c. Capacity/certificate of compliance plate

d. None of these choices
11.
Vessels that must carry a fire extinguisher are

a. All motorboats 26 feet or more with outboard engines.
b. All boats with closed living spaces.
c. All motorboats with inboard engines.
d. All of these choices.
12.        When there is a permanent fuel tank compartment without an electrical source of ignition in the compartment and everything else has passed, can you issue the VSC decal?
a. No, since the compartment doesn’t have enough room to contain the exhaust ducting and cowls required by the Coast Guard.
b. Yes, as long as the fuel tank is vented to the outside of the boat.

c. No, permanent fuel tanks can rust and puncture. They should not be contained in special compartments.
d. Yes, as long as the ducting is connected to the blower intake and extends only into the top third of the compartment.
13.
Which of the following are good techniques for checking the ventilation system on a gasoline powered inboard boat?

a. Ensure there are no blocked or obstructed openings that will prevent the free flow of fresh air.

b. Have the owner turn on the blower so that the air exhausting from the blower can be felt.

c. Check the date of manufacture and depending on that date, check that the type of ventilation is appropriate for the year of manufacture.

d. All of the choices.

14.
You are checking a 25' stern drive boat built in 1995. What are the requirements for issuance of the decal relative to ventilation?

a. This boat needs a working powered ventilation system that is properly installed and that contains a warning label by the ignition switch.
b. Since this vessel is not technically an inboard boat, it does not need anything more than a natural ventilation system.
c. Since this vessel is built after 31 July 1980, you can look at the Compliance Plate to make sure that it meets the ventilation requirements. This means you don't have to do anything further to verify the ventilation on the boat.
d. Since the requirements are too complicated for most civilians to understand, the Vessel Safety Check Manual has made it easy for the VE. All you need to do is lift the cover of the engine compartment and smell if there are any gas fumes. If there are no gas fumes, you can issue the decal.
15.
In checking a vessel's electrical installation, which of the following would be cause for withholding the VSC decal?

a. Switches and fuse or circuit breaker panels exposed to rain or spray.
b. Wiring harnesses that are routed high in the bilge and held in position with plastic wire ties.
c. Wiring that uses manual reset circuit breakers instead of fuses.
d. All of the choices.
16.
To be acceptable for a VSC decal, an approved backfire flame control must:

a. Be readily accessible.
b. Be tightly secured with flame tight connections.
c. Be cleaned with gasoline or other petrochemical cleanser.
d. Be loosely secured to the air intake to allow sufficient air to the carburetor.
17.
The Motorboat Act of 1940 requires
a. Was repealed in 1980.
b. Boats using fuel with a flash point of 110 degrees or less to have intake and exhaust cowls for each closed engine and fuel tank compartment.
c. Every closed engine and fuel tank compartment to have two intake cowls and two exhaust cowls.
d. Intake louvers to extend outward 1-3 inches.
18.
Oil or hazardous substances in the water must be reported to:
a. The Coast Guard, immediately, using the National Response Center 1-800-424-

8802. 

b. A Coast Guard Auxiliary patrol. 

c. A State shore patrol. 

d. A local official within 10 days.
19.
Although NOT a Federal Requirement for issuing a VSC decal, which of the following are TRUE regarding anchors and anchor line?
a. Suggest to the operator that the boat be equipped with the proper type anchor.
b. A three to six foot length of galvanized chain should be attached to the anchor.
c. The length of the line needs to be determined. (The general rule is that the length of line needs to be 5 to 7 times the depth of the water.)
d. All of the choices.
20.
The color of the 112.5 degrees navigation light would be. 

a. Red Only.
b. Red or Green.
c. Green Only. 

d. White or Yellow.
21.
When checking a paddle or oar, which statement is true?

a. Ensure paddle length is appropriate for the size of the paddler. 
b. Check for no visible cracks or fractures along blade and shaft. 
c. A spare paddle is required to award a VSC decal.
d. Wooden oars and paddles are no longer acceptable.
22.
If an owner or operator has consented to a VE performing a VSC on his/her vessel, what can be expected?

a. A guarantee against a boarding by the Coast Guard or local/state marine authorities, as long as the VSC decal is current.

b. A minimum of a 10% discount on the boat owner's marine insurance policy.

c. A free survey of the boat, saving the owner a substantial amount of money by not having to hire a marine surveyor.
d. A one-on-one education about boating laws, safety equipment and operation of a vessel in a safe manner.

23.
Which of the following statements is true concerning navigation lights for a vessel under oars:

a. Must exhibit lights similar to that for a power-driven vessel.
b. Must have a white light (flashlight acceptable) available when operating between sunset and sunrise, or in restricted visibility.
c. No navigation lights required.
d. Must have a single red light.

24.
You're checking an 18' open sailboat without any propulsion machinery that operates on waters defined as coastal. What are the carriage requirements for Visual Distress Signals so that you could issue a decal?

a. This boat needs three day/night VDSs since all vessels 16' and over, operating on the high seas and the Coastal Waters must be equipped with CG Approved Visual Distress Signals.
b. This boat is exempted from carrying any Visual Distress Signals from sunrise to sunset. A decal can be awarded following a VSC conducted during the daytime, even if night VDSs are not aboard.
c. Since this boat is longer than 16 feet, but less than 39.4 feet, it only needs to have some type of signal available in times of distress. It doesn't have to have a written distress plan like larger boats need.
d. A sailboat this small should not be out on the high seas or even the Coastal Waters. Because it is so dangerous it needs the full complement of approved Visual Distress Signals.
25.
While checking a 23' stern drive boat, you see a fixed system fire extinguisher with a current inspection tag. However, the boat doesn't have any other fire extinguishers aboard. Can you issue the VSC decal?

a. No, all motorboats with inboard engines must carry at least one B-1 fire extinguisher.
b. No, since VEs are not able to check fixed fire suppression systems.
c. Yes, but recommend that the boater purchase a hand portable B-1 or BC-1 to have available for fires other than in the engine compartment.
d. Yes, but first you have to make sure that a red light goes on at the alarm panel when you press the fixed system test button.
26.
You are checking a PWC with a maximum speed of 75 mph. When you ask the owner to show you the "kill switch" you are told that it doesn't work. Is this acceptable for a VSC decal?

a. No, the device must be in working order. The VE needs to discuss the importance of hooking the lanyard to his/her self every time the PWC is used.
b. No, all vessels under 21' need to have operable kill switches.
c. No, PWCs are thrill craft and the VE shouldn't even be checking these. They are not eligible for VSC decals.
d. Yes, because we don't need to check these items. As long as the PWC operator has on the proper PFD for a maximum speed of 75 mph, the intent of the VSC is satisfied.

27.     Which of the following require an efficient sound signaling device to comply with the Navigation Rules?

a. Only Class I motorboats, from 16' to less than 26'
b. Only Class II motorboats, from 26' to less than 40'
c. Only Class A motorboats, less than 16', including PWCs
d. All vessels
28.  
Because of unusual circumstances, you were unable to conduct five VSCs last year. What happens now?

a. You have to do ten this year to keep your qualifications and to make up for last year.
b. You have to meet the full initial qualification criteria to regain your qualifications.
c. You have to do at least two VSCs under supervision of a certified VE to regain your qualifications and then five for this year.
d. You can't regain your qualifications. Once you miss a year you're too rusty to be an effective VE.
29.  
If a vessel is required to be registered and to display the registration numbers, to be eligible for the VSC decal these numbers:

a. Must have spaces or hyphens that are equal to the width of a letter (other than "I") to clearly separate the letter and number groupings and be at least 3" in height.
b. Must read from left to right on the port side and right to left on the starboard side.
c. May use any type style as long as it contrasts to the color of the hull.
d. All of the choices.
30.     Every documented vessel must have an official number __________
a. Clearly marked on the exterior of the hull.
b. Displayed near the hull identification number (HIN).
c. Marked by any permanent method in some clearly visible interior structural part of the hull.
d. Displayed with the state registration number on both sides of the forward half of the vessel.
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